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WASHINGTON -- The House Agriculture Committee today approved a
bill (H.R. 3546) extending authority for funding of federal pest con-
trol programs for one additional year, through Sept. 30, 1980.
Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Tex., Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Department Investigations, Oversight and Research, which approved
the legislation earlier, noted that Congress last year made major
changes in the pesticide programs operated by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, including action to broaden state authority in regu-
lating pest control chemicals. The one-year extension will give
Congress a chance to review progress of the revised programs next
year, de la Garza said. Rep. William C. Wampler, R-Va., ranking
minority member of the Agriculture Committee, said the additional
year's extension would allow Congress to see whether further changes
are needed next year.
The Committee added to the bill three amendments sponsored by
Rep. Dawson Mathis, D-Ga. They would:
Permit use of the pesticide mirex for temporary emergency
control of the fire ant until Dec. 31, 1980.
-- Give Congress the right to veto any future EPA regulations
by adopting a resolution of disapproval within 90 congressional
session days after adoption of a regulation.
Provide for expiration of all provisions of the pesticide
control law, the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide
Act, on Sept. 30, 1985, in order to require a complete reauthoriza-
tion of the program at that time.
The Committee also adopted an amendment by Rep. Floyd Fithian,
D-Ind., authorizing an additional $4 million to permit EPA to share
50 percent of the costs incurred by states in training and certify-
ing pesticide applicators.
